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Aryan migration is definitely closed. Even
compositions as old as the Vedic hymns or
Homeric poems reveal a much later state of
society. When Sanskrit and Greek were
spoken, the Aryan race was no longer one,
but split up into many nations, each destined
to take a leading part in the history of the
world. The mild Hindu and mystic Persian,
the beauty-loving Greek and practical Eoman,
the imaginative Celt and profound Teuton,
have all left deep traces in the path of
religion and poetry, law and science. Slav
genius though yet asleep in its cradle is
likewise maturing into future distinction and
greatness. Every one of the Aryan off-shoots
has sprung from the humble parent-stem in
the Scythian wilds that has grown and
expanded until fruitful branches overspread
and sheltered nearly the whole of the terri-
torial range which extends from England to
India, and is swept by the snowdrifts of
the Scandinavian moorlands and, at the*
same time, fanned by the fragrant breezes
of the Mediterranean Sea.1

1 After parting with their Indo-Iranian kinsmen, the
Aryan main stock passed through a common period of
agriculture, probably in the south-west of Russia.
Hence the Teutonic tribes proceeded through Galicia
and Poland, and entered the lowlands of Germany,